Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.070; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.5.
The title compound, [CuCl 2 (C 21 H 19 N 3 )], lies on a twofold rotation axis that passes through the N pyridyl -Cu bond; this symmetry element relates one half of the organic ligand to the other as well as one Cl ligand to the other. The three N atoms span the axial-equatorial-axial sites of the trigonal-bipyramidal coordination polyhedron; the geometry of the Cu II atom is 31% distorted from trigonal-bipyramidal (towards squarepyramidal along the Berry pseudorotation pathway).
Related literature
For a chromium chloride adduct with a similar ligand, see: Li et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data [CuCl 2 (C 21 (Li et al., 2010) . The copper dichlroide adduct of 2,6-bis(p-tolylimino)pyridine 
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 to 1.5U(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of CuCl 2 (C 21 H 19 N 3 ) at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. 
